
Kerpoof Lesson Plan: Thanksgiving (5-8) 
Title: Thanksgiving 
Topic(s): American history 
Materials and Resources: Kerpoof’s Make a Picture/Story, The Winslow Letter handout, Of Ply-
mouth Plantation (Squanto) handout, Of Plymouth Plantation (Thanksgiving) handout, Kerpoof 
Student Worksheet, Additional Resources 
Grades: 5-8 
 
Objectives: Students will be introduced to the history of Thanksgiving in North America (both 
the United States and Canada).  They will encounter the history of the American holiday from 
an historian’s point of view, investigating, researching, and using Kerpoof’s Make a Story to 
write a report. 
 
Standards (Developed by the National Center for History in Schools): 

2.A Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its 
credibility 
2.B Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage 
2.E Read historical narratives imaginatively 
3.B Consider multiple perspectives 
3.E Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed hypotheses 
grounded in historical evidence. 
3.F Compare competing historical narratives 
3.H Hold interpretations of history as tentative 
4.A Formulate historical questions 
4.B Obtain historical data from a variety of sources 
4.C Interrogate historical data 

 
Vocabulary: 
Thanksgiving (United States)τ Thanksgiving is a holiday in the United States.  It is celebrated 
every year on the fourth Thursday in November.  The First Thanksgiving was celebrated in 
1621 by the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag nation in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
Thanksgiving (Canada)τ Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated every year on the second Mon-
day in October. 
Harvest festivalτ Both of the Thanksgiving holidays grew out of European traditions.  Ever 
since farming was invented, people have been celebrating the end of the harvest season. 
Wampanoagτ The Wampanoag (Wamp-uh-noh-ag) nation lived in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island in the 1600s.  When the Pilgrims arrived in 1620, they taught them how to grow corn, 
squash, beans, and how to catch fish. 
Squantoτ Squanto, or Tisquantum, lived with the Pilgrims in 1620 as a 
guide and translator.  He knew the English language because he had been 
captured by a slave trader and sold into slavery in Europe. 
Pilgrimsτ The Pilgrims were a group of people who left England seeking 
religious freedom.  They traveled to the Netherlands before finally sailing to 
America to start a new colony. 



Plymouth (Plimoth) Plantationτ Plymouth (or as they used to spell it, “Plimouth”) Plantation 
was the name of the colony the Pilgrims founded when they landed in Massachusetts in 1620. 
The Mayflowerτ The name of the ship the Pilgrims sailed to America. 
Primary sourceτ A primary source is information that is closest to the historical person, infor-
mation, period, or idea being studied.  Diaries and letters are examples of primary sources. 
Secondary sourceτ A secondary source discusses historical information originally presented 
elsewhere.  Your history textbook is an example of a secondary source. 
Mythτ A myth is a popular belief or tradition that has grown up around a historical person or 
event. 
 
Instruction: 
1. Catch your students off guard by asking them what the word “historian” means.  Don’t let 
them get away with “a person who studies history.”  Lead the discussion by asking: 

What does a historian actually do? 
Are historians influenced by their own biases and preconceptions? 

       After your students draw their own initial conclusions, read them this definition from the 
       Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary: άŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ especially one who 
       ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎΦέ 
2. Your students’ next question will probably be, “what is a scholarly synthesis?”  If no one in 
the class can answer, explain that the word “synthesis” refers to what professional histori-
ans actually do.  That is, they take all the sources of information they can find about a his-
torical event, person, or idea, and then they try to fit all the pieces of the puzzle together 
to find out what might have actually happened. 

3. Come to a final class definition of “historian,” and write it on the board.  Next, tell your 
students that they will be investigating the story of The First Thanksgiving in the same way 
that historians do.  To begin, start a KWL activity.  What do students think they know about 
The First Thanksgiving?  What do they want to know?  Make sure that one of the “want-to-
knows” is the historical difference between Canadian and American Thanksgiving. 

4. Now pass out or project the Thanksgiving Vocabulary sheet and ask that the students take 
a look at the vocabulary words.  Ask for volunteers to read the definitions aloud, making 
sure that they understand each concept.  Pause at the last word, “myth.”  Explain that the 
difference between myths and facts is a very, very important part of what historians try to 
learn. 

Optionalτ Read the following quote from Plato’s Republic:  άhǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭπ
edge differ, since the first is liable to err, but the second is unerring and is the 
ƳƛƎƘǘƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎǳƭǘƛŜǎΧ ώǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜϐ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻƴƭȅΦέ  Help them to understand the lan-
guage/vocab. 
Prompt the students to substitute the word “myth” for “opinion” and “facts” for 
“knowledge.”  See how historians have been trying to separate myth and fact for a 
very long time?  It is hard to do.  Point out that this quote is from a text that was 
written in the 400s BCE.  It is a primary source.  Now they’ll look at two primary 
sources about The First Thanksgiving, written much later in the 1600s CE.  They will 



decide which parts of The First Thanksgiving story are myths, and which parts are 
facts. 

5. Pass out The Winslow Letter and Of Plymouth Plantation handouts, along with Kerpoof’s 
Thanksgiving Worksheet.  The students will investigate these primary source and decide 
which parts of The First Thanksgiving story (as defined on the KWL chart) are myths, and 
which parts are facts. 

6. Read through all three texts (Squanto, then Thanksgiving, then The Winslow Letter), filling 
in the “want-to-know” side of the KWL chart as you go.  Check for comprehension and dis-
cuss anything that is hard to understand. 

7. Ask students to complete the first side of their Kerpoof Student Worksheet (Primary 
Sources).  Then send them to the computer lab. 

8. Singly or in pairs, have students search through Wikipedia, Encyclopedia Britannica Online, 
and any other helpful websites for more information (see Additional Resources), finding 
out anything left in the “want-to-know” section of the class KWL.  Have them take notes in 
the space provided on their Kerpoof Worksheet.  Make sure they do some research on Ca-
nadian Thanksgiving.  

9. Have students log in to Kerpoof, enter the Make a Picture activity and choose the Thanks-
giving scene (it’s the one with the log cabin—but there are a few others that will work!).  
Have them follow the directions on their worksheet in order to create their own informa-
tional Thanksgiving scene based on the answers from the KWL activity.  Encourage them to 
share and rate each other’s scenes. 

10. If possible, project and read each student’s Thanksgiving scene.  Have a final class discus-
sion about “myth” vs. “fact.”  Use your students’ newfound knowledge to classify the 
“think-they-knows” from the KWL activity as either myth or fact. 



Of Plymouth Plantation: Squanto 
These are parts of the book Of Plymouth Plantation, written by William Bradford  
between 1620 and 1647.  The spelling and words have been changed to make it 
easier for people today to understand. 
 

“*Samoset+ told them also of another Indian whose name was 
Squanto, a native of this place, who had been in England and 
could speak better English than himself…  He was carried away 
with others by one Hunt, a captain of a ship, who thought to 
sell them for slaves in Spain; but he got away for England, and 
was entertained by a merchant in London, and employed to 
Newfoundland and other parts, and lastly brought hither into 
these parts by one Mr. Dermer.” 
 
“Squanto continued with them and was their interpreter…  He 
directed them how to set their corn, where to take fish, and to 
procure other commodities, and was also their pilot to bring 
them to unknown places for their profit, and never left them 
until he died.” 

Samoset: the first Native American to 
make contact with the Pilgrims 
 

by one Hunt: by a man named Thomas 
Hunt 
 

was entertained by a merchant: was the 
servant of a merchant 
 

employed to Newfoundland: went on 
business trips to Newfoundland 
 

brought hither to these parts: brought 
here to Plymouth, Massachusetts 
 

continued with them: lived with the  
Pilgrims 

interpreter: someone who knows more 
than one language, and can help people 
communicate.  Squanto helped the  
Pilgrims talk with the other Native 
Americans. 
 

set their corn: plant their corn 
 

take fish: go fishing 
 

for their profit: for their own good 



Of Plymouth Plantation: Thanksgiving 
This is part of the book Of Plymouth Plantation, written by William Bradford  
between 1620 and 1647.  The spelling and words have been changed to make it 
easier for people today to understand. 

 
 
“*They had+ a fruitful and liberal harvest, to their no small com-
fort and rejoicing.  For which mercy (in time convenient) they 
also set apart a day of thanksgiving… There was a great store of 
wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison, etc.  
Besides, they had about a peck a meal a week to a person, or 
now since harvest, Indian corn to the proportion.  Which made 
many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here to their 
friends in England, which were not feigned but true reports.” 
 

harvest:  grains, vegetables, and fruits 
gathered from fields or gardens at the 
end of the summer 
 

fruitful and liberal: large 
 

in time convenient: when they had 
time 
 

set apart a day: took time off 
 

peck: about two gallons.  Each Pilgrim 
had a lot of food to eat, and more after 

they harvested their corn. 
 

not feigned: not made up 
 
 



The Winslow Letter 
This is part of the letter written by Edward Winslow in 1621.  The spelling and 
words have been changed to make it easier for people today to understand. 

 
“Our harvest being gotten in, our Governor sent four men 
hunting wild fowl, so that we might have a special celebration 
together, after we had brought in our crops.  Those four in one 
day killed as much wild fowl that it and some other food 
served the community almost a week.  At that time, along with 
other recreations, we practiced shooting our muskets.  Many 
of the Wampanoag came to the town, including their leader 
Massasoit with about ninety men, whom for three days we en-
tertained and feasted.  And they went out and killed five deer 
which they brought to the Plantation and presented to Gover-
nor Bradford and Captain Standish and others.  Although food 
is not always so plentiful as it was at that time, yet by the 
goodness of God, we are so far from starvation that we often 
wish you could share our plenty.” 

harvest:  grains, vegetables, and fruits 
gathered from fields or gardens at the end 
of the summer 
 

Governor: the elected leader of Plymouth 
Colony.  William Bradford was the governor 
of Plymouth Colony at the time of the 
1621 harvest celebration.  He also wrote 
Of Plymouth Plantation. 
 

recreations: games and fun 
 

musket: a type of long gun, like a hunting 
rifle 
 

Massasoit: the Sachem, or leader, of the 
Wampanoag people.  Massasoit means 

“great leader.”  Massasoit’s real name was 
Ousamequin, which means “yellow 
feather.” 
 

Plantation: a place for planting.  The colo-
nists at Plymouth were farmers.  They 
called their settlements plantations, and 
sometimes they called themselves 
“planters.” 
 

Captain: military leader.  The military 
leader at Plymouth was Captain Miles 
Standish.  He was hired to train the colo-
nists to protect themselves and the town. 
 

plenty: bounty, large supply of food 
 



Thanksgiving Vocabulary 
Thanksgiving (United States)τ Thanksgiving is a holiday in the United States.  It 
is celebrated every year on the fourth Thursday in November.  The First Thanks-
giving was celebrated in 1621 by the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag nation in Ply-
mouth, Massachusetts. 
 

Thanksgiving (Canada)τ Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated every year on the 
second Monday in October. 
 

Harvest festivalτ Both of the Thanksgiving holidays grew out of European tradi-
tions.  Ever since farming was invented, people have been celebrating the end of 
the harvest season. 
 

Wampanoagτ The Wampanoag (Wamp-uh-noh-ag) nation lived in Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island in the 1600s.  When the Pilgrims arrived in 1620, they 
taught them how to grow corn, squash, beans, and how to catch fish. 
 

Squantoτ Squanto, or Tisquantum, lived with the Pilgrims in 1620 as a guide 
and translator.  He knew the English language because he had been captured by a 
slave trader and sold into slavery in Europe. 
 

Pilgrimsτ The Pilgrims were a group of people who left England seeking reli-
gious freedom.  They traveled to the Netherlands before finally sailing to America 
to start a new colony. 
 

Plymouth (Plimoth) Plantationτ Plymouth (or as they used to spell it, 
“Plimouth”) Plantation was the name of the colony the Pilgrims founded when 
they landed in Massachusetts in 1620. 
 

The Mayflowerτ The name of the ship the Pilgrims sailed to America. 
 

Primary sourceτ A primary source is information that is closest to the historical 
person, information, period, or idea being studied.  Diaries and letters are exam-
ples of primary sources. 
 

Secondary sourceτ A secondary source discusses historical information origi-
nally presented elsewhere.  Your history textbook is an example of a secondary 
source. 
 

Mythτ A myth is a popular belief or tradition that has grown up around a his-
torical person or event. 



Primary Sources 

Kerpoof Student Worksheet 
1 

Name:_________________________ 

Write five phrases from your primary sources that are worded  
differently than they would be today.  Explain what you think they mean. 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
As a historian responsible for analyzing primary sources, write three facts from 
these texts that helped you better understand what happened during the harvest 
celebration of 1621.  Explain why these facts were helpful. 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

 
Write down anything from the class “Want to Know” list that you still have  
questions about.  Name another type of primary source that you might use to 
find this information.  How about secondary sources?  Explain why historians 
look for information from more than one source. 

 



Kerpoofõs Thanksgiving Worksheet 

Kerpoof Student Worksheet 
2 

Ã Still have unanswered questions?  Search for them in secondary 
sources, either online or in your school library.  Use the space below 
to take notes: 

Ã Log in to Kerpoof.com with your Class ID 
 

Ã Enter the Thanksgiving scene in Make a Picture (the one with the log 
cabin) 

 

Ã Create your own informational Thanksgiving picture.  It can include 
any part of The First Thanksgiving story (or Canadian Thanksgiving) 
that you find interesting.  Make sure to: 

Ã include at least three Thanksgiving facts. 

Ã write at least three sentences. 

Ã Make at least two characters talk. 

Ã include at least one Thanksgiving myth. 

Ã identify the myth. 
 

Ã Save and share your picture 
 

Ã If you have time, find your classmates’ pictures and give stars! 



Additional Resources 
On American Thanksgiving: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_(United_States) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squanto 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wampanoag 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrims 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/590003/Thanksgiving-Day 

http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/ 

http://www.randomhistory.com/2008/10/23_thanksgiving.html 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1127/p13s02-lign.html 
 
On Canadian Thanksgiving: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_(Canada) 

http://www.thanksgivingnovember.com/canadian-thanksgiving.html 
 
Looking for more? 

http://www.plimoth.org/education/olc/index_js2.html 

http://books.google.com/books?
id=HgV5AAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_navlinks_s#v=onepage
&q=&f=false 


