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Ke;p;oof Lesson Plan: Thanhsgiving (2-4)

W,

Title: Thanksgiving

Topic(s): American history
~—Materials and
sour ces, Kat e
Grades: 2-4

oy
Resources: Kerpoof's Make/ta
Waters's “Day in the Lifel

Objectives: Students will be introduced to the history of Thanksgiving in North America (both
the United States and Canada). They will create their own Thanksgiving scene in Make a Pic-
- ture, with text indicating what they have learned.
K
i"' Standards (Developed by the National Center for History in the Schools—UCLA):
e 3.A Formulate questions to focus their inquiry or analysis
e 3.D Distinguish between fact and fiction
e 3.H Explain causes in analyzing historical actions
e 4.B Obtain historical data
=== o 4.C Interrogate historical data

e 4.D Marshal needed knowledge of the time and place, and construct a story, explanation,
or historical narrative

Vocabulary:

Thanksgiving (United States) Thanksgiving is a holiday in the United States. It is celebrated

every year on the fourth Thursday in November. The First Thanksgiving was celebrated in

1621 by the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag nation in Plymouth, Massachusetts.

The Pilgrimsailed to America in 1620, looking for a new place to live. The first year in Amer-
— = ica was very hard for them.

The WampanoagWamp-uh-noh-ag) nation taught the Pilgrims how to grow corn, squash,

beans, and how to catch fish.

Squantowas a member of the Wampanoag nation who lived with the Pilgrims as a guide and

translator. He knew English because he had already visited Europe.

Plymouth Plantatonrwas wher e the Pilgrims | i veadyou

find that on the map?

The Mayflowerwas t he Pil gri ms’ ship.

Thanksgiving (Canads) Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated every year on the second Mon-

day in October. It is a different holiday from the American version (no Pilgrims!), but it is cele-

brated in a lot of the same ways.

—

Instruction:
1. Pass out the Student Worksheet and the Vocabulary sheet. Start
the | esson by inviting student

giving traditions. Do they watch football? The parade? What are
their favorite Thanksgiving dishes?
2. They may have already heard of the Mayflower and the Pilgrims
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and the First Thanksgiving. Point out Plymouth, Massachusetts on a classroom map and
then perform a KWL activity on the board. What do they already know about Thanksgiv-
ing? What do they want to learn? Read and discuss the vocabulary definitions aloud (or
ask for volunteers to read). Encour a
words—perhaps they want to discover more about Wampanoag culture, or about
Squanto’s extraordinary |ife. Maybe
Thanksgiving, or the Mayflower. And what food was served at the First Thanksgiving, any-
way?

Thanksgiving, have them write the list in the space provided on their worksheet. There is
room provided for two more individual research questions. Pair them up, and send them
to the computer lab.

In the computer lab, direct them to visit only the websites referenced on their worksheet,
or those pre-approved by you. Have them use the provided space to write a few words or
sentences answering the questions. They may need to do more research in the school li-
brary (see Additional Resources for book list), so allow them ample time to complete this

assignment.

When they are done gathering information, have them work singly or in pairs to create a
Thanksgiving scene in Kerpoof's Make

the trees and the |l og cabin (they <can

checklist on the back of their worksheets to complete the assignment.
If possible, project all the pictures and look at them as a class. Otherwise, encourage stu-
dents to view each other’s pictures a

Book Report

Divide your class into three groups, or have them choose between { | NJ K a 2 NJIi
58 Ay GKS [AFS 2F | tAf3INRY DANIT énd
ClFLSyYydzyQa 5Fey ! 2 YLI Yy 2 lbyKatd Waterd. IAY t e 2 &
read the book (or have been read al oud
scene in Make a Picture. Ask them to compose an appropriate picture and write a few sen-
tences about what they learned from the book. Have a class discussion about the different
characters, encouraging the students to compare the lives of Sarah Morton, Samuel Eaton,
and Tapenum to their own.




Thanksgiving Vocabulary

Thanksgiving (United States) Thanksgiving is a holiday in the United
States. It is celebrated every year on the fourth Thursday in November.
The First Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 by the Pilgrims and the
Wampanoag nation in Plymouth, Massachusetts.

The Pilgrimsailed to America in 1620, looking for a new place to live.
Their first year in America was very hard for them.

The WampanoagWamp-uh-noh-ag) nation taught the Pilgrims how to
grow corn, squash, beans, and how to catch fish.

Squantowas a member of the Wampanoag nation who lived with the
Pilgrims as a guide and translator. He knew English because he had al-
ready visited Europe.

Plymouth Plantatoorwas where the Pilgrims |
Massachusetts—can you find that on the map?

The Mayflowerwas t he Pil grims’ ship.
Thanksgiving (Canads) Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated every

year on the second Monday in October. It is a different holiday from
the American version, but it is celebrated in a lot of the same ways.




Name:

Kerpoof odos Thanksgil v

What do you want to learn about Thanksgiving?

Class Questions Answers

Your Questions Answers

Kerpoof Student Worksheet
1



Kerpoof odos Thanksgil v

A Find your partner and open up the Internet.

~

A Where do you think you can find the answers to your questions?
Try these websites:

A http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/

A http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_(United_States)

A http://www.kidsturncentral.com/holidays/thanksgiving.htm

A http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/590003/
Thanksgiving-Day

~

A If you need more answers, try looking for Thanksgiving books in

your school s I ibrary.

ADon’ t give up! Ask for help 1 f
A Now go to www. kerpoof.com and | og
Class ID

~

AGo to Make a Picture and find t he
with the log cabin.

~

A Make a Thanksgiving picture basec
forget to:

A include at least three Thanksgiving facts.
A write at least two sentences.

A make at least two characters talk.

A save and share your picture.

~

Alf you have time, find your <cl as

N

Kerpoof Student Worksheet
2



Additional Resources

On American Thanksgiving:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squanto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wampanoag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrims
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/590003/Thanksgiving-Day
http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/

On Canadian Thanksgiving:
e http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_(Canada)
e http://www.thanksgivingnovember.com/canadian-thanksgiving.html

Additional Picture Books:

e “The Pilgri ms’ First Thanksgiving” by
“Squanto And the Miracle of Thanksgiwv
“The Very First Thanksgiving Day” by
“Thanksgiving: A Harvest Cel ebration”

Find more at http://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Thanksgiving-Picture-Books/
Im/RG647AMSZCLKA

Looking for more?
e http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=400
e “Packing the Pilgrim s Trunk”, publ
thoughtful way to make history accessible and meaningful for young
students.



