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Kerpoof Lesson Plan: Poetry Partners 
Title: Poetry Partners 
Topic(s): Beginning of the year, freehand drawing, poetry 
Materials and Resources: Kerpoof’s Make a Drawing, Alliteration Worksheet, Interview Work-
sheet, and Additional Resources 
Grades: 2-4 
 
Objectives: Students will learn about some different types of poetry and poetic devices while 
learning about their new classmates by 1) drawing a self-portrait and writing an alliterative 
poem about themselves and 2) interviewing a classmate and writing either an acrostic poem 
or cinquain about them. 
 
Standards (ISTE): 
 1 Creativity and Innovation—Students demonstrate creative thinking... develop innovative 

products and processes using technology… apply existing knowledge to generate new 
ideas… create original works as a means of personal or group expression… 

 2 Communication and Collaboration—Students use digital media and environments to 
communicate and work collaboratively… communicate information and ideas effectively to 
multiple audiences using a variety of media… 

 3 Research and Information Fluency—Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and 
use information… 

 
Standards (NCTE): 
 NL-ENG.K-12.4 Communication Skills—Students adjust their use of spoken, written and 

visual language to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different 
purposes 

 NL-ENG.K-12.5 Communication Strategies—Students employ a wide range of strategies as 
they write and us different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with 
different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

 NL-ENG.K-12.6 Applying Knowledge—Students apply knowledge of language structure, 
language conventions, media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique 
and discuss print and non-print texts. 

 NL-ENG.K-12.7 Evaluating Data—Students conduct research on issues and interests by 
generating ideas and questions… 

 NL-ENG.K-12.12 Applying Language Skills—Students use spoken, written, and visual lan-
guage to accomplish their own purposes… 

 
Vocabulary: 
Poetry— A form of writing that uses rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, and other techniques to ex-
press beautiful, imaginative, or abstract ideas.  Poetry is also called “verse.” 
Alliteration— When a consonant is repeated in a line of poetry.  For example, from James 
Thomson’s poem the Castle of Indolence, “Come… dragging the lazy languid Line along.” 
Acrostic Poem— A series of lines in which the first letters spell out a word, when you put them 
in order. 
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Cinquain— A short poem consisting of five, usually unrhymed lines.  The name comes from 
the French word for five, cinque. 
 
Instruction: 
 
Part One—Alliterative Poem 
1. Pass out the Alliteration Worksheet with vocabulary.  Notice that there isn’t a definition 

listed for the term “poetry.”  Start by asking your students how they would define poetry.  
Get the discussion going by asking the following questions: 

 What does poetry look like? 
 How does it sound? [rhyme, rhythm] 

 Does all poetry have to rhyme? 
 How do you feel when you read poetry? 

2. During this opening discussion, read aloud (and/or project, pass out copies of) some exam-
ples of different types of poetry.  Below is one example that features alliteration, along 
with discussion questions.  (See the Additional Resources section of this lesson plan for 
more suggested poetry.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 How does this poem make you feel? 
 Can you find the alliteration in this poem? *grass grows, blows black, we’ll walk, watch 

where…+ 
 Why do you think the author uses repetition? 
 Do you like this poem?  Why or why not? 

Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 
 

There is a place where the sidewalk ends 
and before the street begins, 

and there the grass grows soft and white, 
and there the sun burns crimson bright, 

and there the moon-bird rests from his flight 
to cool in the peppermint wind. 

 
Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black 

and the dark street winds and bends. 
Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow 

we shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow 
and watch where the chalk-white arrows go 

to the place where the sidewalk ends. 
 

Yes we’ll walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
and we’ll go where the chalk-white arrows go, 

for the children, they mark, and the children, they know, 
the place where the sidewalk ends. 
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3. After discussing poetry, your students will write a short poem about themselves that uses 
alliteration.  Give them time to compose their poem on the Alliteration Worksheet.   

 They can take the first letter of their first name as a starting point. 
 They can use whatever other poetic elements they like—or not!   
 Poems can be either long or short. 
 Not every word in the poem has to alliterate. 

4. After they are finished composing, take your students to the computer lab.  They will use 
Make a Drawing on Kerpoof to draw a self portrait to go with the poem.  The self-portrait 
should include as much of the poem as possible!  For instance, if a student named Ida 
wrote a line like “Ida inhales infinite ice-cream,” her self portrait should include her eating 
the ice cream. 

5. After completing their work on Kerpoof, encourage your students to save, share, and rate 
each others’ work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This example can also be accessed online at: http://www.kerpoof.com/#/view?
s=2gs118P39Mo5e384wA00-e-375e9b-x 
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Part Two—Acrostic or Cinquain Poem 
1. In the second part of the lesson, your students will be interviewing each other and writing 

either an acrostic poem or a cinquain. 
2. Pass out the Interview Worksheet with vocabulary.  Explain the structure of acrostics and 

cinquains, using the example poems and discussion questions below.  You can also com-
pose two simpler examples about yourself to share. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This poem is the final chapter of Through the Looking-Glass, which is the sequel to Alice in 

Wonderland.  Alice Pleasance Liddell is the full name of the “real” Alice from the books. 
 Why do you think the author used an acrostic for this poem? 
 Do you like this poem?  How does it make you feel? 
 What does the author think/express about Alice? 
 What does he think/express about life? 
 
 

A Boat, Beneath A Sunny Sky by Lewis Carroll 
 

A boat, beneath a sunny sky 
Lingering onward dreamily 
In an evening of July - 
 
Children three that nestle near, 
Eager eye and willing ear, 
Pleased a simple tale to hear - 
 
Long has paled that sunny sky: 
Echoes fade and memories die: 
Autumn frosts have slain July. 
 
Still she haunts me, phantomwise, 
Alice moving under skies 
Never seen by waking eyes. 
 
Children yet, the tale to hear, 
Eager eye and willing ear, 
Lovingly shall nestle near. 
 
In a Wonderland they lie, 
Dreaming as the days go by, 
Dreaming as the summers die: 
 
Ever drifting down the stream - 
Lingering in the golden gleam - 
Life, what is it but a dream?  
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 The cinquain was invented by the American poet Adelaide Crapsey, inspired by Japanese 
haiku and tanka. 

 Have you read any haiku?  How is this poem like a haiku?  [It is about nature, it is rooted in 
a season] 

 Count the syllables of the poem.  Do you see a pattern? 
 Is there a reason for this pattern?  What does it express?  (Note that the syllable 

pattern for Crapsey cinquains—2, 4, 6, 8, 2—is also similar to a haiku.) 
 Do you like this poem?  How does it make you feel? 
 What does the author think/express about the month of November? 
 
3. Students will now interview each other using the Interview Worksheet.  (Assign partners or 

let them pair off.)  This is also where they will compose their poem.  They should feel free 
to try out both the acrostic and cinquain forms to see which one they like better.   

4. After they are finished composing, students will go to the computer lab and log on to Ker-
poof.  They will type their poems in Make a Picture, decorating them with illustrations, 
patterns, or in any way they’d like.  Save and share. 

5. Optional:  Print out all of the interview poems and self portraits and create two “quilts” for 
your classroom, using yarn and stiff, colored paper on which to mount the printouts.  At 
the end of the year, students can take their self portrait home with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This example can also be accessed online at: http://www.kerpoof.com/#/view?
s=2gs118P39Mo5e384x6M0-e-54a874-x 

November Night by Adelaide Crapsey 
 

Listen… 
With faint dry sound, 
Like steps of passing ghosts, 
The leaves, frost-crisp’d, break from the trees 
And fall. 
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Name: ______________________________ 
 

 
 
 

Poetry—  
 
 
Alliteration— When a consonant is repeated in a line of poetry.  For example, 
from a poem by James Thompson, “Come… dragging the lazy languid Line along.” 

 
_________________ _________________ 
 
_________________ _________________ 
 
_________________ _________________ 
 
_________________ _________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Poetry Partners: Alliteration Worksheet 

Vocabulary 

Brainstorm:  What are some words that begin with the same letter as your name? 

Compose your poem: 
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Name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the student you are interviewing: _____________________________ 

 
 
 

Acrostic Poem— A series of lines in which the first letters spell out a word, when 
you put them in order. 
 
Cinquain— A short poem consisting of five, usually unrhymed lines.  The name 
comes from the French word for five, cinque. 

 
 
 

 
1. What is your favorite color?   _______________________ 
2. What is your favorite book?   _______________________ 
3. What type of music do you like?   _______________________ 
4. What is your favorite subject in school?   ______________________ 
5. Do you have any pets?  What are their names?   _____________________ 
6. Do you have a favorite TV show?   _______________________ 
7. What is your favorite holiday?   _______________________ 
 

 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Poetry Partners: Interview Worksheet 

Vocabulary 

Interview Questions   

Compose your poem: 
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More on Poetry: 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry_terminology 
 http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/495 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliteration 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acrostic 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinquain 
 
 
More poems to share with the class: 
 
“Harlem” by Langston Hughes (1951) 
 
“Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost (1922) 
 
“The Shrinking Lonesome Sestina” by Miller Williams (1992) 
 
“The Fish” by Elizabeth Bishop (1948) 
 
“The Tyger” by William Blake (1794) 
 
“Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll (1872) 
 
Salad Anniversary by Machi Tawara 
Publication Date: 1990 
Publisher: Kodansha America 
ISBN: 0870119206  
 
“The Sea of Sunset” by Emily Dickinson (ca. 1860) 
 
“i carry your heart with me” by e. e. cummings (1958) 
 
“The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe (1845) 
 
“Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley (1818) 
 
“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” by Dylan Thomas (1951) 
 
“Les Antiquités de Rome, III” by Joachim du Bellay (1553, translated by Ezra Pound here) 
 
“Some say horsemen, some say warriors…” by Sappho (ca. 600 B.C.E.) 

Poetry Partners: Additional Resources 

http://www.bewilderingstories.com/issue177/DuBellay.html

