
Kerpoof Lesson Plan: Picasso and Cubism 
Title: Picasso and Cubism 
Topics: art, history, Spanish 
Materials and Resources Provided: Introduction to Picasso and Cubism, Picasso Spanish 
Sheet, Student Worksheet, Recommended Art/Books. 
Grades: 3-6 

 
 
 
 
 Goal: Students will learn about Pablo Picasso and 
 Cubist art, with an optional Spanish vocabulary tie 
 in. 
 Desired outcome: Students will create their own 
 Picasso-like picture on Kerpoof and (optionally) 
 identify various objects in the picture in Spanish. 
 
 
 
 

 
Instruction: 
1. Pass out the Introduction to Picasso and Cubism. 
2. Read the sheet aloud, or let a student read it aloud.  Define any unfamiliar vocabulary.  
      Visual aids, such as sample pictures, are highly recommended (see Recommended Art/ 
      Books). 
3.   (Optional) Pass out the Picasso Spanish Sheet. 
4. (Optional) Read the sheet aloud, or let a student read it 
      aloud. 

a. Read the vocabulary words out loud and have the 
students repeat the words. 

b. Test the students’ knowledge of the new Spanish 
vocabulary by saying the words one at a time and 
having the students point to the object that the 
word describes. 

5.   Pass out the Student Worksheet 
6.   Go to the computer lab. 
7.   Have the students use the Student Worksheet to create 
      their own Cubist painting in Kerpoof’s Make a Picture. 
8.   Back in the classroom, have the students share their  
      pictures with the class. 
 

Optional Twist: Have students draw their 
own Cubist art in Make a Drawing! 

Three Musicians 

Portrait of Ambroise Vollard 



Introduction to Picasso and Cubism 
Pablo Picasso was born in Málaga, Spain on October 25, 
1881. Picasso loved to draw and paint when he was young. 
He loved it so much that his first word was lápiz. Lápiz means 
“pencil” in Spanish. He went to college to study art. After a 
year of school, he moved to France. Picasso loved to work 
with bronze, ceramics, paints, plastic, and pens. He liked to 
paint women, especially the women he loved. He is most  
famous for inventing Cubism. Picasso died on April 8, 1973. 

 
Cubism was invented in the early 1900s (1906-07) by Pablo Picasso and another 
artist named Georges Braque.  It is a type of “abstract” art.  The word abstract 
means “to take out.”  In Cubist art, subjects are broken apart and pieces of them 
are abstracted (taken out).  The artist puts the pieces of her/his subject back to-
gether in interesting ways—s/he paints them from different angles, in different 
colors, shapes, and sizes—in order to represent the subject of the painting in 
many ways at the same time.  Look at the painting below.  Can you see the dif-
ferent pieces/angles? 

Picasso, Dora Maar Seated 



 
Ã Go to http://www.kerpoof.com. 
 
Ã Log in and click on the “Make a 
Picture” button. 

 
Ã Click on the Cubism scene. 
 
Ã Make a Cubist picture using the 

objects from the object library. 
  Experiment with different subjects: 

Ã a Cubist face 
Ã a Cubist body 
Ã a Cubist room (living room/kitchen) 

Feature one or all of these creations in your final picture. 
 
Ã Describe your picture in 3-5 sentences.  What’s the story behind 

it?  How would the subject(s) change if it were drawn tradition-
ally?  What does Cubism add to your subject(s)? 

 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________ 

 
Ã Go back to the classroom and share your masterpiece with the 

class! 
 

Picasso and Cubism: Student Worksheet 

Helpful Hint: Remember how important angle and perspective are in 
Cubismτmake sure to experiment with using the resize, flip, and 
rotate arrows! 

http://www.kerpoof.com/


Picasso and Cubism:  
Recommended Art/Books 

Books: 
 
Title: Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists: 
Picasso 
Author: Mike Venezia 
Publication Date: 1988 
Publisher: Tandem Library Books 
ISBN: 0-606-22886-1 

 
Title: Pablo Picasso: Breaking All the Rules 
Author: True Kelley 
Publication Date: December 2002 
Publisher: Penguin Group, Inc. 
ISBN: 0-448-42862-8 
 
Title: Picasso and the Girl with the Ponytail 
Author: Laurence Anholt 
Publication Date: August 2007 
Publisher: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc. 
ISBN: 0-7641-3853-7 
 
Title: Picasso for Kids 
Author: Margaret E. Hyde 
Publication Date: February 2004 
Publisher: Pelican Publishing Company, Inc. 
ISBN: 1-58980-205-5 

 
 (Spanish Language) 
Title: My First Spanish Word Book: A Bilingual Word 
Book 
Author: Angela Wilkes 
Publication Date: October 1993 
Publisher: DK Publishing, Inc. 
ISBN: 1-56458-255-8 

 
Title: The Alphabet 
Author: Gladys Rosa-Mendoza 
Publication Date: March 2004 
Publisher: Me+Mi Publishing 
ISBN: 0-9679748-0-1 
 
Title: Colors and Shapes 
Author: Gladys Rosa-Mendoza 
Publication Date: March 2004 
Publisher: Me+Mi Publishing 
ISBN: 0-9679748-3-6 
 
Title: Numbers 
Author: Gladys Rosa-Mendoza 
Publication Date: March 2004 
Publisher: Me+Mi Publishing 
ISBN: 0-9679748-2-8 

Art: 
 
Raymond Duchamp-Villon 
The Large Horse, 1914 
Bronze 
 
Albert Gleizes 
Portrait of Jacques Nayral, 1911 
Oil on canvas 
 
Fernand Léger 
Table and Fruit, 1909 
Oil on canvas 
 
Pablo Picasso 
The Three Dancers, 1925 
Oil on canvas 
 
Pablo Picasso 
Woman with a Guitar, 1914 
Oil, sand, and charcoal on canvas 

 
(Compare!)  
Georges Braque 
Woman with a Guitar, 1913 
Oil and charcoal on canvas 
 
Pablo Picasso 
Weeping Woman, 1937 
Oil on canvas 
 
Pablo Picasso 
Guernica, 1937 
Oil on canvas 
 
Juan Gris 
Portrait of Picasso, 1912 
Oil on canvas 
 
Juan Gris 
Still Life with Fruit Dish and Mandolin, 1919 
Oil on canvas 


