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Kerpoof Lesson Plan:
Nocturnal and Diurnal Animals

Topic(s): zoology, science, collaboration

Grade level: 4-6

Student Assignment: Work with a partner to research a pair of nocturnal or diurnal animals and create a
picture using Kerpoof Buddy Draw that shows the animals. Present your animals and picture to the class.

Materials and Resources provided by Kerpoof:

e Script for discussion to teach the difference between nocturnal and diurnal.
e Student assignment/worksheet

e Resources list

Set-up:

e Print and copy the materials provided. Obtain copies of as many of the books from the resource
sheet as possible.

e Create aclass group in Kerpoof so that the class can participate in Kerpoof Chat and Buddy Draw to-
gether. Make sure all students have registered for Kerpoof.

Tasks/activities:

1. Have a discussion of nocturnal vs. diurnal animals using the script provided. Write the key terms on
the board for sight recognition. Supplement information as needed using books from the resource
sheet.

2. Break students into pairs (or trios if necessary). Give them ten minutes for discussion of whether to

look at nocturnal or diurnal animals and to choose two animals.

Give students 20-30 minutes to research their animals using books.

Go to the computer lab. Give students 20-30 minutes to research their animals using websites.

5. Partners should sit at computers as far from each other as possible and pretend that they’re in an-
other room or building.

6. Partners open Kerpoof and find each other in the class group. They begin to Buddy Draw their as-
signment. When they are finished they should print ONE copy for the group, but each should save a
copy to their gallery.

7. Back in class, students will present their picture and their animals to the rest of the class.
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Resource Guide

Remember to circle the books and websites you used for your research.

Websites and Books
http://www.biokids.umich.edu/
This critter catalog has information on many types of animals.

http://www.zoobooks.com/animalsatoz.aspx?n=243102
The Zoobooks magazine publisher presents this animal directory with information on many
types of animals.

http://animal.discovery.com/guides/atoz/atoz.html
The Animal Planet television channel has several guides to animals.

Black Out!: Animals That Live in the Dark The Best Book of Nighttime Animals

Author: Clarke, Ginjer L. et al. Author: Weber, Belinda

Publisher: Penguin Group (USA) Incorporated ~ Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Company Trade &
ISBN: 0-448-44824-6 Reference Division

Format: Trade Paper Date: Jul 2008 ISBN: 0-7534-5985-X

_ Format: Trade Cloth Date: May 2006
Night Creatures

Publisher: DK Publishing, Inc.
ISBN: 0-7566-3510-1
Format: Trade Paper Date: Dec 2007

Night Animals

Author: Meredith, S.
Publisher: EDC Publishing
ISBN: 0-7945-0383-7

Night Animals: Level 1
Format: Trade Paper Date: Dec 2004

Author: Meredith, Sue et al.
Publisher: EDC Publishing

ISBN: 0-7945-1656-4

Format: Trade Cloth Date: Jan 2007

Animals of the Night

Author: Lambilly-Bresson, Elisabeth de
Publisher: Gareth Stevens Incorporated
ISBN: 0-8368-7833-7

Format: Library Binding Date: Dec 2006
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ISBN 13: 978-0-7945-0383-3

Animals at Night

Author: Davies, Valerie

Publisher: Thomson Gale

ISBN: 1-4103-0128-1

Format: Trade Cloth Date: Jun 2004

Animals Day and Night

Author: Kenah, Katharine

Publisher: School Specialty Publishing
ISBN: 0-7696-3183-5
Format: Trade Paper Date: Apr 2004
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http://www.biokids.umich.edu/
http://www.zoobooks.com/animalsatoz.aspx?n=243102
http://animal.discovery.com/guides/atoz/atoz.html

Nocturnal vs. Diurnal Discussion Script

One way to group animals is by when they are awake. Many animals are awake during the
day. They are called “diurnal.” “Di” means “day.” Others run around at night. Those animals are
called “nocturnal.” “Noct” means “night.” Some nocturnal animals have special eyes and ears that
help them live in the dark.

Do you have a gerbil? Do you hear them running around their cages or on their wheels at
night? That’s because gerbils are nocturnal animals.

Do you think that humans are nocturnal or diurnal?

Humans were built to be diurnal. We don’t have special eyes to help us see in the dark. We
don’t have super sharp hearing. But we can be nocturnal if we want to. We use electric lights. We
have houses and other buildings. We can work or play any time of the day or night.

Most animals can’t change the world around them. Their bodies tell them when to be awake
and when to sleep. Most parts of the world have two sets of animals. One set is awake during the
day. The other set is awake at night.

We're going to study the animals that live in the Pacific Northwest, that covers the area
around the states of Washington and Oregon (show on a map if you have one handy). Then we will
use the Northwest Trek scene in Kerpoof to show what we’ve learned. Northwest Trek is a kind of
zoo where the animals live in their natural habitats and humans ride through so they can see them.

Northwest Trek is located in Tacoma, Washington.




Nocturnal and Diurnal Animals: Student Assignment

e You will find a Research Notes Worksheet on the back of this page. First fill in the first two lines,
your name and your partner’s name, plus their Kerpoof username so you can find them to complete
that part of the assignment.

e Next, talk to your partner about whether you want to research animals that are awake during the
day or animals that are awake at night. Circle which one you chose.

e Now pick two animals each from whichever list you picked (nocturnal or diurnal). You will be re-
sponsible for researching your two animals. Use the research notes sheet for ideas on what kinds of
information to look for.

Please use at least one book and at least one website to research your animals. Be sure to circle which
book(s) and which website(s) you use.

Once you have both finished your research, go to two different computers. Try to find computers in
different rows. Pretend that you are in another room or building. You’re going to collaborate on a pro-
ject “long distance” using Kerpoof. This will give you an idea of what many people do when they are
working in businesses.

" Open ferpoof and Jog In L — N
e Click Play, then click Make a Picture.
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e Open the Northwest Trek scene
e Find your partner in your chat group (at the
bottom of the scene).

e Click your partner’s avatar. When their bubble
comes up, click on the scene that’s shown there.
e You will get a message that says “Starting
Buddy Draw with [username].”

e Now you can create your scene together.

e Use the chat feature to assign tasks.

o One person should bring in the sun or the moon to show whether your animals are noctur-
nal or diurnal.

o One person should create a title that says either “Nocturnal Animals” or “Diurnal Animals”
and the first names of the two partners.

o Now find and bring in the animals you researched.

Make a thought/speech bubble for each animal so it can tell us its name.

o You can both bring in other things: plants, rocks, animal tracks, etc. to make your scene
more interesting. Be sure to work together so that you aren’t covering up each other’s pic-
tures.

e Use the chat feature to see if your partner is done. Thank them for working with you.

e Save your picture to your gallery (there should be a copy in each of your galleries now)

e Print your page to turnin.

e When itis time to do your presentation, you will each use your research notes to talk about the
two animals you chose. Don’t forget to tell us where you got your information (which books/websites).
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Nocturnal/Diurnal Animals Research Notes Worksheet

My name

My partner’s name My partner’s Kerpoof user name
We are going to look at animals that are:  Nocturnal Diurnal
NOCturnal Animals Diurnal Animals

Badger Bees

Barn Owl Bighorn sheep

Beaver Bison

Bobcat Black Bear

Cougar Fisher

Raccoon Golden Eagle

Fox Grizzly Bear

Western Toad Moose

Wolf Caribou

Notes on my first animal:
Animal’s name:

What do they eat?

Where do they sleep?

How do they bear/raise their young?
Do they swim or fly?

Something interesting about them:
Notes on my second animal:
Animal’s name:

What do they eat?

Where do they sleep?

How do they bear/raise their young?
Do they swim or fly?

Something interesting about them:




