
Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Below Expectations 

Assignment is complete, correct 
and legible 

All questions are answered.  The 
heading is complete.  The assign-
ment was neatly done.  All words 
are spelled correctly and correct 
punctuation is used. 

All questions are answered.  The 
heading is complete.  The assign-
ment is legible.  There are few 
(fewer than three) spelling/
punctuation errors. 

Assignment is not complete or is 
not legible.  Heading is not com-
plete.  There are more than three 
spelling/punctuation errors. 

Reading Comprehension Identifies the three most important 
objects, events or characters in the 
story. 

Identifies three objects, events or 
characters in the story. 

Objects, events or characters cho-
sen are not part of the story or are 
not correctly names. 

Metaphor Understanding The meanings assigned are clear 
and tie to a clear and relevant mes-
sage for the story as a whole. 

Explanations make sense and are 
tied to the message of the story. 

Explanations don't tie to a larger 
picture or are vague or unsupport-
able.  No clear overall message tied 
to explanations. 
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