
Kerpoof Lesson Plan: Henohenomoheji 

Title: Henohenomoheji 
Topic(s): Japanese culture, Japanese language, English language, writing systems 
Materials and Resources: Kerpoof’s Make a Picture and Make a Drawing, black/white board, 
Student Vocabulary/Worksheet, Additional Resources 
Grades: 3-6 
 
Objectives: Students will learn about the Japanese writing system, discuss the differences be-
tween Japanese and English writing systems, and use four hiragana characters to draw a heno-
henomoheji in Kerpoof’s Make a Picture or Make a Drawing. 
 
National Standards for Foreign Language Education (developed by the ACTFL): 

2 Students gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 
4 Students develop insight into the nature of language and culture. 

4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through com-
parisons of the language studied and their own. 

 
National Standards for the English Language Arts (developed by the NCTE): 

8 Students use a variety of technological and information resources to gather and synthe-
size information and to create and communicate knowledge. 
9 Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, 
and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles. 

 
Vocabulary: 
henohenomoheji — a face made out of hiragana characters, commonly drawn by Japanese 
children 
hiragana — a set of Japanese characters that represent different syllables.  Students will learn 
to draw four hiragana characters: 

he    へ  

no    の  

mo   も  

ji      じ  

syllables — the building blocks of words 
Latin alphabet — a set of letters used to write many languages, including English.  It’s called 
the “Latin” or “Roman” alphabet because it was first used by the Ancient Romans to write 
Latin. 
katakana — another set of Japanese characters that represent syllables 
kanji — a set of Japanese characters that represent whole words 



Instruction: 
1. Pass out the Student Vocabulary/Worksheet.  Make sure you have ample space for draw-

ing on your classroom whiteboard, or project a blank transparency. 
2. Explain to your students that today they’ll be learning about Japanese language and cul-

ture.  Ask students to raise their hands if they’ve ever watched a Japanese anime on tv or 
read a Japanese manga.  Ask: 

When you’ve encountered English adaptations of Japanese entertainment (anime/
movies/manga), have you ever noticed examples of Japanese writing? [in the Yu-Gi-
Oh!, Naruto, and Bakugan Battle Brawlers logos, in the film Spirited Away, etc.] 
What do you already know about Japanese writing? [Students may already know 
that the characters stand for words or syllables.] 

3. Optional: As you lead the discussion, project examples of Japanese writing (see Additional  
Resources), or make a list on the board for students to research later on the internet. 

4. Introduce students to the different parts of the Japanese writing system.  Explain that in 
Japan, there are three different sets of characters that people can use to write. Ask: 

How many sets of characters do we use to write English? [just one, the alphabet!] 
How many characters are there in the alphabet? [26] 
How many characters do you think are in the three types of Japanese writing, when 
you put them all together? [over 50,000 in kanji alone!  There are 46 in hiragana; 
48 in katakana.] 

If possible, project full character sets of hiragana and katakana so that students can see 
and compare them.  Project a few common kanji, as well (see Additional Resources). 

5. Discuss the broad differences in the ways English and Japanese are written.  Lead 
your students toward an understanding of the following concepts: 

Language has different levels.  Compare with previous knowledge of biology: elec-
trons/protons/neutrons can build different atoms, just like letters can build differ-
ent syllables.  Combinations of atoms build molecules, just like combinations of syl-
lables build words.  Molecules make up rocks, plants, etc. like words make up sen-
tences.  The higher the level, the more diversity is possible.  [i.e. there are more 
syllables than letters and more words than syllables—and the number of different 
possible sentences is infinite, just like the number of different possible people!] 
English is written using characters that represent letters, while Japanese is writ-
ten using characters that represent syllables or whole words.  Make sure students 
understand that each Japanese syllable is a separate entity; it cannot be broken 
down like we can break down our syllables into letters. 
The number of characters in hiragana and katakana is higher than the number of 
letters in the Latin alphabet because at the “syllable” level of language, there are 
more possible combinations of sound.  Accordingly, 
the number of characters is kanji is enormous—over 50,000!  Have students re-
flect on the relative difficulty of writing in kanji.  Pretend that you want to make up 
a set of kanji for English, and ask students to draw the character they would use for 
the word “sun.”  Have everyone reveal their (hopefully similar) circles with radiat-
ing lines. Ask:  

What about words like “honesty” and “contentment?” 
What about proper names? 
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6. Introduce students to the henohenomoheji, explaining that it’s a little face Japanese 
children draw for fun.  It’s made up of four different hiragana characters.  Draw the  
characters separately on the board, saying each syllable clearly as you do so.  Have  
students practice in the space provided on their worksheet. 

7. Help students quickly memorize the four characters by asking them to turn over their 
worksheets and call out the names of the hiragana as you draw them on the board.  Draw 
them until the students can call out the names immediately and in unison. 

8. Point out that the face is called a henohenomoheji because that’s what you get when you 
read all the parts of it put together.  Draw one on the board and point to the hiragana 
characters in order as the children “read” he-no-he-no-mo-he-ji back to you.  Ask: 

Can you think of something similar we do in English? [emoticons - if they can’t 
come up with this answer right away, prompt them by saying “something you do 
on the computer, when you’re writing e-mails or chatting with your friends 
online?”] 

       Tell students that in Japanese, faces made out of characters are called  emoji. 
9. If possible, project examples of henohenomoheji as they have been used in popular 

Japanese culture (see Additional Resources). 
10. Time to visit the computer lab!  Ask students to draw their own henohenomoheji using 

Kerpoof.  Encourage them to make their henohenomoheji diverse (using different 
combinations of colors and pens, for example), but to make sure they draw the  
hiragana characters as correctly as they can. 

11. For a twist, have students open the Japanese Scroll background in Make a 
Picture.  They can use the pictured icon to open Superdoodle and make a 
drawing of a henohenomoheji for their picture.  Decorate with the  
available Japanese characters and create a text box explaining what 
they’ve learned about Japanese writing and the henohenomoheji. 

12. Have students share or print their henohenomoheji. 
 

   すばらしい！ 
    Su ba ra shi i! 

(Excellent!)  
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Vocab and Worksheet: Henohenomoheji 

henohenomoheji — a face made out of hiragana characters, commonly drawn by Japanese 
children 
hiragana — a set of Japanese characters that represent different syllables.  Today we will learn 
to draw four hiragana characters: 

he    へ  

no    の  

mo   も  

ji      じ  

syllables — the building blocks of words 
Latin alphabet — a set of letters used to write many languages, including English.  It’s called 
the “Latin” or “Roman” alphabet because it was first used by the Ancient Romans to write 
Latin. 
katakana — another set of Japanese characters that represent syllables 
kanji — a set of Japanese characters that represent whole words 

Practice writing hiragana characters in the boxes below: 

         he 
    

    no 

    

    mo 

    

    ji 

    



Additional Resources: Henohenomoheji 

Henohenomoheji: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henohenomoheji 
http://japanese.about.com/library/blhiraculture29.htm 
http://www.commecadujapon.com/entries/20061111-hehenomoheji.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emoji 

 
Japanese Writing: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_writing_system 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiragana 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katakana 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanji 
http://www.jref.com/language/kanji.shtml 

 
Images of Japanese Writing: 
LogosτNaruto, Yu-Gi-Oh!, Bakugan Battle Brawlers 

http://www.freewebs.com/animestar/Naruto/naruto-logo-large.jpg 
http://www.ukcardsandgames.co.uk/catalog/images/YugiohLogo.jpg 
http://www.gamersdailynews.com/userfiles/BakuganLogo.jpg 

Movie screencapsτSpirited Away, My Neighbor Totoro 
http://www.screencapheaven.com/testcoppermine/displayimage.php?
pid=96003&fullsize=1 
http://www.animegalleries.net/img/126741 
http://e-shuushuu.net/images/2008-06-24-105992.jpeg 

Art 
http://www.totoro.dk/images/The_Great_Wave_off_Kanagawa.jpg 
http://home.flash.net/~cameron/japanese_painting/shikishi_tanzaku/
chikuu_landscape.jpg 
http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/utagawa/images/1980_3168.jpg 
http://www.japanese-zen-paintings.com/zen_daruma_27/
zen_daruma_27_best.jpg 
http://www.fabernett.com/fab52/images/items/44254.jpg 

 
Henohenomoheji in popular Japanese culture: 

http://www.zazzle.com/henohenomoheji_mug-168106512974591224 
http://justbento.com/bento-box-week-henohenomoheji 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12604943@N04/2129998981 

In video gamesτAnimal Crossing: Wild World (Blanca character) 
http://www.animalxing.com/images/characters/acds/Blanca.gif 

In anime/card gamesτDigimon (Nohemon character) 
http://webdck.com/kamran/digmon/booster4/Bo-203.jpg 

 
 



Henohenomoheji Kerpoof Example 


